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ing a definite number, " for if we should impose upon our-
selves the knowledge of a number, we would not be ordin-
arily able to find a way " of ascertaining the true number,
since it is constantly changing and its determination is
humanly impossible.

(b)  The reporters must base their reports on sense per-
ception.     If,  therefore,  a great  congregation  of  people
should report that the universe has been created, for ex-
ample, their report would not constitute a mutawatir.

(c)  The above conditions must have been met from the
origin of the report to the very end.

The conditions which are not considered necessary
(fasid) are: that the reporters should be Moslems and just;
that they should live in the same locality and belong to the
same race and religion; or as the Shiites claim, that they
should include among themselves the "infallible'7 (al-
ma'sum) ; * or finally, as the Jews claimed, that they should
be people deprived of power (ahl al-dhillah), as these could
not conceivably agree upon a lie through fear of the
consequences.

How are we to tell that the conditions have been met?
Those who believe that the mutawatir does not engender
axiomatic (daruri) knowledge, hold that a report may not
be claimed as a mutawatir except after ascertaining that the
conditions have been actually met. On the other hand,
those who believe that the mutawatir engenders axiomatic
knowledge, hold that the mere fact that a report has in-
spired conviction is normally a proof that the conditions
have been met.2 According to the Kashf3I the sufficiency

1 For example, the sect of Hisham Ibn al-Hakam. believe that the
imdms or leaders of the Moslem community are infallible, in the sense
that they cannot commit a mistake or sin.   (Bagdadi, p. 50.)

2 Tech. Diet., loc. cit.
8 Loc. tit.